
1:1.8
1:1.8 ratio: 
Height at withers : 
Length from point of prosternum 
to ischial tuberosity.

Sloping croup, low-set tail.Level topline.

Prominent 
prosternum

Head planes parallel
Moderate stop

Large ears with 
Rounded tips

Foxlike Brush 
Tail

Long ribcage, Short Loin

Medium length, Double, Dense Coat

Deep chest

Tucked up underline.

Hocks well let down.

Toes are arched and 
pads are well-filled.

“A handsome, powerful, small dog, 
capable of both speed and endurance, 
intelligent, sturdily built but not coarse.”

Flowing curves. 
No sharp angles.
Moderately heavy, round bone.

Forelegs wrap around chest
  Feet turnout slightly from center
    Shoulder blade long, well-laid back
     Upper arm nearly as long 
	 as shoulder blade

Priorities
The 3S’s

•	 Silhouette – Long, low, level topline, and 
balanced

•	 Soundness - Fronts are the hallmark of our 
breed, movement free & easy 

•	 Solid & Steady - Neither shy nor aggressive.

This guide is intended as a supplement to both the 
AKC breed standard and The Cardigan Welsh Corgi Illustrated Standard.

Approved on April 29, 2025.
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Breed Hallmark

•	 Moderately broad egg-shaped chest, 
well let down between forelegs. 

•	 Forelegs curve around chest. 
•	 Wrists somewhat closer than 

the close-fitting elbows. 
•	 Pasterns: perpendicular & parallel
•	 Feet “point slightly outward from a 

straight-ahead position to balance 
the width of the shoulders. 
This outward point is 
not to be more than 

30 degrees from center line 
when viewed from 

above.”

30 degrees is the same as 
11:05 on an analog clock.

•	 Free and smooth. 
      Effortless.

•	 Legs do not move in 
exact parallel planes, 
but incline slightly 
toward center. 

•	 Forelegs reach well 
       forward with little 
       lift; hind legs reach 
       well beyond the set      
       of the tail. Balanced.

•	 Tail can be lifted when 
gaiting but shouldn’t 
curl over back. 

•	 Ears often lay back 
when gaiting.

Disqualifications
•	 Blue eyes, or partially blue eyes, in any coat 

color other than blue merle.
•	 Drop ears.
•	 Nose other than solid black, except in blue 

merles. 
•	 Any color other than specified.
•	 Body color predominantly white.

Color & Coat
•	 All shades of red, sable, and brindle. 
•	 Black with or w/o tan or brindle points. 
•	 Blue merle with or w/o tan or brindle 

points. No color preference.
•	 White can appear anywhere - ears, on 

the body or on the sides. White on head 
should not predominate and should  not 
surround the eye.

Front

•	 Muzzle rounded, not 
blunt;

      tapered but not pointed.
•	 Under jaw moderately 

deep, well-formed.

•	 Assess ears while standing on ground. 
•	 Chiseling under eye. Cheeks flat. 
•	 Lips fit cleanly.
•	 Eyes medium to large, not bulging. 

      Dark rims, distinct corners; widely set.

Heads Movement

Breed Hallmark

•	 Moderately broad egg-shaped chest, 
well let down between forelegs. 

•	 Forelegs curve around chest. 
•	 Wrists somewhat closer than 

the close-fitting elbows. 
•	 Pasterns: perpendicular & parallel
•	 Feet “point slightly outward from a 

straight-ahead position to balance 
the width of the shoulders. 
This outward point is 
not to be more than 

30 degrees from center line 
when viewed from 

above.”

30 degrees is the same as 
11:05 on an analog clock.

•	 Free and smooth. 
      Effortless.

•	 Legs do not move in 
exact parallel planes, 
but incline slightly 
toward center. 

•	 Forelegs reach well 
       forward with little 
       lift; hind legs reach 
       well beyond the set      
       of the tail. Balanced.

•	 Tail can be lifted when 
gaiting but shouldn’t 
curl over back. 

•	 Ears often lay back 
when gaiting.

Disqualifications
•	 Blue eyes, or partially blue eyes, in any coat 

color other than blue merle.
•	 Drop ears.
•	 Nose other than solid black, except in blue 

merles. 
•	 Any color other than specified.
•	 Body color predominantly white.

Color & Coat
•	 All shades of red, sable, and brindle. 
•	 Black with or w/o tan or brindle points. 
•	 Blue merle with or w/o tan or brindle 

points. No color preference.
•	 White can appear anywhere - ears, on 

the body or on the sides. White on head 
should not predominate and should  not 
surround the eye.

Front

•	 Muzzle rounded, not 
blunt;

      tapered but not pointed.
•	 Under jaw moderately 

deep, well-formed.

•	 Assess ears while standing on ground. 
•	 Chiseling under eye. Cheeks flat. 
•	 Lips fit cleanly.
•	 Eyes medium to large, not bulging. 

      Dark rims, distinct corners; widely set.

Heads Movement


